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CORNICHE CONVERTIBLE 


The ultimate in open-top motoring 


* Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble. — Royce, 1924. 


Confirmation, if any were needed, 
that Rolls-Royce makes 
‘the best car in the world’. 


Ulustrated- Bentley Brooklands 


WHEN CAR MAGAZINE (November 91) tested the Bentley Turbo R against 
the Mercedes-Benz 600 SEL, the Jaguar Sovereign 4.0 and the Lexus LS400 to find the 


‘world’s best car’, victory went to the Bentley. 


‘There is nothing else in the world like the Turbo R...’ Car (Nov 91) 


‘Steering feel at speed best in the class. Its agility on winding secondaries 1s 


superior... The Bentley also scores thanks to its wonderful braking stability... anti-dive 


geometry...’ 


Well now there is something else in the world like the Turbo R. 


The new Bentley Brooklands is a non-turbo version of ‘the world’s best car’, 
at an enticing price. 

Brooklands has traditional Rolls-Royce craftsmanship and luxury features 
including hand-stitched fragrant Connolly hides, gleaming burr walnut woodwork and 
deep pile Wilton carpets, plus state-of-the-art technology. Its micro computers can 
process five million instructions per second to handle automatic ride control, anti-lock 


braking, advanced engine management systems and automatic air conditioning. 


York Motors (Sales) Pty Limited. 
101 William Street, Sydney 2011. Telephone (02) 338 3377 - Distributor: N.S.W., A.C.T., Vic. and Qld. 
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Front Cover Photo: 

George Forbes (Vic.) has owned his 1973 Corniche Convertible (DRH1 4553) since 1984, 
when its condition was quite ordinary. Since then he has methodically improved every 
aspect of the car and it could now be described as an outstanding example. He tends to 
use its ample performance, but maintains it scrupulously and it remains his instinctive 
choice for daily use. Photograph taken by the Editor at the 1993 Victoria Branch Concours. 
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From the Editor 


Red Face Department 


After PRAECLARUM 2-93 was pub- 
lished | was embarrassed to notice that 
the name of the author of one of the 
articles had been mis-spelt. My apolo- 
gies to Heather Pryor, whose surname 
was initially typeset correctly but which 
then fell victim to the computer's spell- 
check facility, or rather to a lack of 
Editorial expertise in its use! My apolo- 
gies, Heather. 


PRAECLARUM Co-ordinators 


In my editorial in issue No 2-93 | 
stated that only three Branches had ap- 
pointed PRAECLARUM co-ordinators. 
To the best of my knowledge at the time 
that was the position. However, | have 
since been notified that the Victoria and 
Western Australia Branches had also 
appointed co-ordinators. They are: 


Victoria: Marilyn Stokes/Graham Comish 
Western Australia: Mark Babidge 


All have excellent credentials for the 
job. Marilyn is the Victoria Branch's 
Newsletter Editor, while Graham is their 
Events Captain and has been jointly 
appointed for the purpose of providing 
details of events and photographic mate- 
rial. Mark is W.A. Branch Junior Vice 
President and a Federal Delegate. 


No threat to old cars 


In a reassuring joint statement dated 
30 December 1992 the Minister for Land 
Transport (Bob Brown) and the Minister 
for the Arts, Sport, the Environment and 
Territories (Ros Kelly) issued a joint 
statement denying the existence of any 
government plan to ban old cars fram the 
roads of Australia. Concerns that certain 
interest groups were lobbying the gov- 
ernment to have older cars banned from 
the roads have been expressed in this 
column before. The ministerial statement 
reads in part: 

“Despite clear statements and reas- 
surances since 1990...we have 
continued to receive many hundreds of 
form letters based on the false belief that 
the Government has been planning to 
penalise owners of older cars by select- 
ively higher petrol prices and registration 
charges or even by regulations. These 
are merely ideas that have been put to 


2224 


the Government and they have not been 
accepted. | am most concerned that 
thousands of owners and enthusiasts of 
older cars have been made nervous and 
angry for no good reason.” 

Mr Brown said that “it appeared that 
statements by some self-interest groups 
and some sections of the automotive in- 
dustry claiming older vehicles to be less 
safe and more polluting had been mis- 
used to create a fear of discriminatory 
measures being adopted." He went on to 
point out that accident statistics did not 
support the claims of these groups and 
added that “collector cars...represent a 
very small proportion of the total distance 
travelled each year. They are usually 
meticulously maintained and cared for 
and do not pose a threat to safety or 
urban air quality. We state categorically 
that the Commonwealth Government 
has no intention of discriminating against 
owners of early model motor cars. We 
have not been considering and are not 
considering any action to force these 
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cars from the nation's roads. However, it 
is incumbent on the owners of all vehi- 
cles, regardless of age, to keep them 
roadworthy and properly maintained in 
order to minimise pollution levels.” 


Wagon Trains...or not? 


John Bull, whose jovial countenance 
is well known to all South Australian 
members and to many elsewhere — and 
who happens to be Editor of the S.A. 
Branch Newsletter — has taken on the 
role of spokesman for his Branch mem- 
bership, many of whom, it seems, are 
uncomfortable with the term ‘Wagon 
Train’. He writes: “While acknowledging 
that such terminology is eminently appro- 
priate in the United States it is totally 
inappropriate in Australia. Wagon Trains 
abounded in the U.S.A.'s early days but 
played no part in Australia's history. 

“There is a feeling among our commit- 
tee members that a suitable name for 
these introductory runs to Federal Rallies 
would be ‘The Overlander’. This is char- 


Events List 


September 26-30 
September 27-30 
September 28-30 


October 24 


October 31 


November 21 


October 1-4 


Branches 
Members planning to attend events of other Branches should contact the Sec- 


retary of the Branch concerned (listed in the front of this journal) for full details 
of times, venues, etc., and of other events not listed here. 


N.S.W. Run to the Federal Rally 
Vic. ‘Country Hospitality Tour’ to the Federal Rally. 
S.A. Wagon Train to the Federal Rally. 


N.S.W. Branch Concours d'Elegance, Vaucluse 
House, Vaucluse. 


Qld. Run to Rosewood Rail Museum. 


Vic. Day run to John & Jan Altmann’s Dromana 
property. Theme: Post-War Coachbuilt Cars. 


Federal 


35th Annual Federal Rally, 
Wagga Wagga, New South Wales. 
Hosted by the Australian Capital Territory Branch. 
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acteristically redolent of Australia's pio- 
neer days. 

“| feel that while we should thank our 
American cousins for giving us the 
Wagon Train concept (i.e.) organised 
convoys to Federal Rallies) and for what 
we hope is the temporary use of their 
term, we should as soon as possible 
adopt an Australian name. Perhaps you 
would care to toss ‘The Overlander’ idea 
around within your wide sphere of Club 
communication and see what reaction 
there is to it." 

Over to you, the membership. Mean- 
while, by way of illustrating just how 
colourful the terminology used by our 
American cousins can be, it is worth 
pointing out that Silver Ghost convoys to 
R.R.O.C. Inc. National Meets organised 
by the Silver Ghost Association are 
called 'Ghost Trains’! 


Government R-Rs 


| am pleased to report that one mem- 
ber of this Club was among the 
successful tenderers for the Common- 
wealth government Rolls-Royce cars 
offered for sale by public tender in April. 
There were certainly plenty of Club mem- 
bers amongst the lookers when | 
attended one of the viewing days in Can- 
berra. 

The seven cars, which are in excep- 
tionally good condition and looked very 
impressive gathered under one roof, 
comprised two Silver Cloud Ill long 
wheelbase cabriolets (CAL37 & CAL39), 
two Phantom V limousines (5VF155 & 
5VF159) and three Silver Wraith long 
wheelbase limousines (HLW45, HLW46 
& HLW49), 

The Silver Cloud Ills are examples of 
a very rare H.J.Mulliner coachwork de- 
sign which first appeared on the Silver 
Cloud || long wheelbase chassis and 
which, uniquely, was not modified to 
comply with the standard Silver Cloud Ill 
frontal appearance, retaining instead the 
single headlights and taller radiator shell 
of its predecessor. Both cars went to a 
United States purchaser. 

The Silver Wraiths and Phantom Vs, 
on the other hand, are standard designs 
of H.J.Mulliner and H.J.Mulliner, Park 
Ward respectively, apart from the fitting 
of blue 'police lights’ above the wind- 
screen and provision for fitting the Royal 
Standard to the roof of each car. One of 
the Phantoms (5VF155) was purchased 
by Victoria Branch member lan Tonkin. 
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Photographed by A.C.T. Branch member Michael Zwar in Canberra on one of the inspection 


days, 1962 (not 1964 as advertised) Silver Cloud Ill long wheelbase cabriolet by H.J.Mulliner 
(CAL39). 11,028 miles from new. Sold, along with its counterpart CAL37, to an American buyer. 


Congratulations lan. The other Phantom 
(5VF159) remained unsold by the ten- 
dering process and went to auction as 
this issue closed to go to press. 


Silver Shadow derivative? 


When | attended the Victoria Branch 
Concours in May | noticed a descriptive 
placard displayed on Victor Steiner's 
Bentley T2 (SBH31930) on which it was 
explained that the Bentley T Series was 
a derivative of the Rolls-Royce Silver 
Shadow. Believing this to be slightly at 
variance with the historical facts | took 
this matter up with Victor, who was de- 
lighted to hear that the very first Silver 
Shadow-series car was SBH1001, a 


Bentley T Series, and that the second 
car was SRH1002, a Rolls-Royce Silver 
Shadow. We then gleefully agreed that 
this could mean only one thing — that the 
Silver Shadow is clearly a derivative of 
the Bentley T Series! 


Victorian Retailer 


Last year it was announced in 
PRAECLARUM, following an official an- 
nouncement by Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
Ltd, that R.A.McDermott & Co were to be 
the new Rolls-Royce & Bentley Retailer 
for Victoria. Anew company was to have 
been formed to take over both the retail- 
ership and the name and operation of 
R.A.McDermott & Co, 


Michael Zwar, who lives near Albury, N.S. W., also sent this shot of his matching brace of cars, 


Ye 


1956 Bentley S1 (B216BA) and 1956 Silver Cloud | (SYB122). 


lt subsequently transpired that a chain 
of circumstances too complex to fully 
report in these pages caused the aban- 
donment of the proposed arrangements, 
following which Victoria remained for a 
time without a Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
retailer. Athough no announcement had 
been made to the Club at the time of 
writing, it is known that Hamiltons have 
been reappointed in this capacity. 

In the meantime, of course, 
R.A.McDermott & Co have continued 
without interruption in their traditional role 
as dealers in pre-owned Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars, with servicing, 
restoration, coachwork repairs and spare 
parts sales continuing as before, though 
now at a new location, 420 Burnley 
Street, Richmond. 


Martin Bennett 


2226 


PRACLARVM 


A Message from the Federal Secretary 


In 1994 | will have held office in the 
Club continuously for 16 years. Posi- 
tions have varied — Social Secretary, 
newsletter Editor, columnist, Branch 
Secretary, Federal Rally Co-ordinator 
(1980 & 1984), Federal Delegate, As- 
sistant Federal Secretary, Gold Rush 
Tour Co-ordinator and, for the last four 
years, Federal Secretary. | have been 
fortunate in receiving presentation 
awards from the Company and Castrol 
as well as our own Frank Cove Trophy 
for work on major events. 

During this time, many aspects of 
the Club have changed and it has 
grown considerably. The Federal 
Agreement has come to fruition and | 


have instigated and set up the Federal 
Rally Concours Manual, Register of 
Federal Judges, Federal Property Reg- 
ister, Federal Trophy Register and 
other administrative systems, all of 
which are nearing finalisation. 

The computer age in Federal duties 
has well and truly arrived, with the pro- 
duction of PRAECLARUM and various 
other aspects of Federal work now fully 
computerised. For example, my pre- 
sent work involves the production of a 
Federal Rally organisational notebook. 
In conjunction with this, Queensland 
Branch Treasurer Sue Dunstan is 
kindly setting up a model programme 


Continued on page 2240 


Tom Clarke was in Vienna for the start 
of Alpine 93 and has pieced together this 
brief interim report, which should whet our 
appetites pending a full article in the next 
issue. 

They all got there and they all got back, 
43 Silver Ghosts, 2 Phantom IIs and as- 
sorted support vehicles, virtually without 
mechanical breakdown. Of the Australian 
contingent, Keith & Kerry Wherry in 1606 
(the oldest on the run) suffered air pump 
and clutch rivet troubles whilst getting to 
the start but these were overcome by co- 
driver Robert McDermott; Jeremy & 
Breda Greene with Con & Val Keogh in 


Alpine 93 Stop Press 


41EM sailed through with their billy can 
kept on the boil whilst dangling from the 
chassis behind the fishtail (which was later 
removed to increase power! ); the Milver- 
tons by all accounts sweeping ahead in 
6TB. Two other former Australian cars 
were there, 1SCW and 1888, but they are 
now in U.K. hands. 

The schedules were very gruelling yet 
even the long wheclbase cars rarely had to 
take two bites at the hairpins on the passes. 
The entrants were euphoric about the me- 
ticulous organisation and the superb social 
functions. Overseas participants rated it as 
probably the finest motoring event in his- 


John and Liz Milverton (N.S.W.) in their much-travelled Silver Ghost (6TB) departing from the 
RLR.E.C. Concours for Alpine 93. In 1979, when owned by George Harris, this 1914 car was 
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driven from Sydney to Perth in an amazing 47 hours 56 minutes. Photo by the Editor. 


tory (not counting our Federal Rallies, of 
course!) 

The BBC have made a full-length film 
to be shown on ‘Top Gear’ and then sold 
internationally. The greatest irony, how- 
ever, was on the third last day when the 
prime mover, organiser, whipper-in and 
commander-in-chief, John Kennedy suf- 
fered a case of the Ghost biting the hand 
that feeds it’. On the Loibl Pass, anormally 
closed road opened especially for the rally, 
he cranked 2260E (the original 1913 Aus- 
trian Alpine Trial winner no less) and it 
spat back, breaking his arm. He spent three 
days in Ljubljana hospital and missed the 
last days of the rally. Still, he could not be 
denied the glory for seeing through a great 
event, itself a tribute to the earlier great 
event in 1913. 

As for broken arms, 7 litres of Ghost 
engine can be pretty devastating but our 
own revered Gil Ralph got similar treat- 
ment from 3.7 litres of 20/25 once. And 
there have been many others, including 
Keith Wherry whose wrist was broken 
cranking 6TB (ironically both victim and 
car being Alpine 93 entrants) near Broken 
Hill while returning from the 1979 Perth 
Federal Rally. But all in a good cause. End 
of despatch from your Austrian correspon- 


dent. > 


Tom Clarke 
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From the Federal President 


Federal elections 


For good management, clubs such as 
ours depend upon the voluntary donation 
of time and expertise. These gifts rely on 
the harmony that needs to exist between 
members on a committee. In all such 
situations there has to be a good deal of 
give and take to allow for individual! 
quirks. We need to walk the narrow path 
between domination and laissez-faire, 
co-operation being the paving stones of 
that path. 

This brings me to the delicate point of 
contested elections. Politically and 
democratically these are said to be a 
good thing. However, in many voluntary 
organisations such as ours, an ap- 
pointed group ensures that there is at 
least one nomination for each vacancy. 
Some, like ours, have developed a tradi- 
tion or gentlemen's agreement that 
nomination is by invitation from one’s 
peers. While there are some potential 
problems with this system, well consti- 
tuted systems such as ours always have 
the safety net of election by elimination, 
or ‘first past the post", to use /f neces- 
sary. Electing office bearers in this way 
has inherent dangers and can lead to 
bitterness, division, power play by a fac- 
tion attempting to gain control or, at best, 
some individuals being hurt. 

My observations, both at Branch level 
and in many other organisations, lead 
me to believe that one needs to be part- 
icularly careful in nominating for a 
position if doing so will bring you into 
direct contest with a fellow member. Ide- 
ally, one should not declare a willingness 
to nominate for a vacancy until being 
invited to do so. 

Life is too short and membership of 
organisations such as ours too precious 
to be jeopardised by one’s ego. Any 
grievance is best resolved by direct dis- 
cussions between those involved. There 
is absolutely no place for factions in the 
management of our affairs. Over-zeal- 
ous nominations, more often than not, 
create more problems than they solve. 


Alpine '93 

Our members attending the re-enact- 
ment of the 1913 Austrian Alpine Trials 
have gone not only with our best wishes 
(a Federal FAX was sent on behalf of all 
members) but with the knowledge that 
they are flying the flag for Australia. | am 
very proud of this contingent — and have 
to admit to some envy! We look forward 
to their safe return and the reports that 
will no doubt follow. 


Wagon Trains 


| am pleased to see that Wagon 
Trains are being arranged for the coming 
Federal Rally in Wagga Wagga. The 
name “Wagon Train” has jarred on some 
sensitive ears. In this issue there are a 
few words on this subject from our es- 
teemed member John Bull (S.A.). Let 
your Federal Delegates know what your 
thoughts are. In political terms...“write to 
your local member!" 


Concours judging 

During the past months, reports on 
Branch Concours events have greatly 
interested me. Attendances have been 
excellent and | believe the standard of 
presentation has also lifted, to the credit 
of all concerned — especially in these 
less affluent times. 

Concours showing and judging is not 
to everyone's taste. It is, however, com- 
patible with the main platform on which 
our Club is built — the preservation, res- 
toration and use on the road of our 
remarkable vehicles. There needs to be 
some means by which we can measure 
the results of our efforts and a concours 
is, of course, one way of doing this. It 
creates a lot of work for entrants, organ- 
isers and judges but | believe our current 
successes justify that work. Congratula- 
tions and thanks to everyone concerned. 

The need to keep our Federal judging 
standards up to scratch is continually 
addressed, both in the manner of as- 
sessment and the qualification of judges. 
The register of Federal Judges is cur- 
rently being brought up to date and will 


now contain the names of both experi- 
enced and “apprentice” judges. If you are 
approached by your Branch to be 
listed..."please consider”. If you are sub- 
sequently attending a Federal Rally and 
are invited to judge, please remember 
that it is not compulsory, but your assis- 
tance will not go unappreciated by the 
organisers. 


Federal Secretary 


In conclusion, | have a most important 
announcement. Our long serving, hard 
working Federal Secretary, Wendy 
Friezer, wishes to retire from this most 
exacting position. For the sake of stability 
and continuity, Wendy has graciously ac- 
cepted my invitation to nominate for one 
more year. Thus at the Wagga Wagga 
Federal Council Meeting | will be privi- 
leged to sponsor Wendy's nomination for 
the 1993/4 Club year. 

At the same time, the Federal Council 
will need to appoint a new Assistant Fed- 
eral Secretary. Our current long serving 
Assistant Secretary, lan Dodd, has ex- 
pressed a wish not to continue. In the 
meantime, Branches are asked to nomi- 
nate members for consideration. The 
understanding should be that the mem- 
ber ultimately invited to stand as 
Assistant Federal Secretary will then be 
elected to the major office at the 
Toowoomba Federal Council Meeting in 
September, 1994. 

| reiterate that the Federal Secretary 
has the most exacting position in the 
Club. The work load is considerable and 
background knowledge of many facets of 
the workings of Federal Council and the 
Club in general is absolutely essential. 
Members with no Federal Council expe- 
rience and at least one year's service as 
Assistant Federal Secretary could not be 
expected to cope. 

Wendy would like to give her personal 
reasons for retiring and her comments 
are recorded on the previous page. 


Good Health and Happy Motoring, 
Peter Cox 


Around the Branches 


Vic. 
Annual Branch Concours d'Elegance, 


“The Springs", Berwick, 18th April 


Over the past few years the Victoria 
Branch has conducted its Annual Con- 
cours d'Elegance at Burnham Beeches 
Country House in the Dandenong 
Ranges. Due to the property’s closure for 
renovations, the Branch was forced to 
seek an alternative venue for the 1993 
event. The selection of a Concours 
venue is not an easy one due to the 
demands, that are not unlike a Federal 
Rally, placed on any prospective venue. 

The Branch was very fortunate to be 
able to hold the 1993 event at “The 
Springs", a property owned by member 
Jeff Spencer. “The Springs” is located on 
a hill only a short distance from the town 
of Berwick and is blessed with attractive 
views of the surrounding countryside. 
Jeff Spencer was a marvellous host, sup- 
plying everyone with a glass of 
champagne after arrival and nibbles all 
day long as well as an unlimited supply 
of tea and coffee on tap. The property 
was beautifully prepared for our use. 

This year's Concours will be remem- 
bered for a number of reasons, not the 
least being the magnificent weather and 
those 100 Proper Motor Cars. In recent 
years the attendance at Branch Con- 
cours has been increasing, and now with 
this highest-ever attendance at a 
monthly rally, the 1993 Concours d’Ele- 
gance will be recorded as the most 
successful motoring event in the Victoria 
Branch's history in terms of attendance. 

The large attendance brought with it a 
wonderful cross-section of cars, the likes 
of which is normally only seen at Federal 
Rallies and special events such as the 
AX-201 visit. There were no fewer than 
13 pre-war cars, one of the most impres- 
sive being the 1926 20 h.p. (GOK74) 
owned by George Forbes. This is a most 
magnificent Twenty. The colour and 
body style are simply striking and | am 
sure this car will win many a trophy in the 
future. 

In this year’s Concours there were no 
entries ina number of Classes. However, 
the judges were given a difficult task in 
determining the best car, particularly 
from Classes 7, 9, 10 and 11. The Overall 
Concours d'Elegance winner was the 


Lex Lynch's magnificently restored 1951 Bentley Mk 
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es ae a 
Vi (B111JN) sorely taxed the ability of 


keen-eyed judges to find anything for which to deduct points! Photo by the Editor. 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B111JUN) owned by 
Lex Lynch. Any prospective Concours 
entrant should spend some time studying 
this fine example of the Mk VI model. 

As in previous years, the Victoria 
Branch played host to a number of inter- 
State visitors. | hope they enjoyed their 
Visit to Victoria and | trust we will see 
them again at future Victoria Branch 
events. 

| must extend a thank you to all our 
hard-working judges who for a large por- 
tion of their day looked up exhaust pipes, 
under carpets and in engine bays to de- 
termine the winners. 

1911 Silver Ghost (1606), owned by 
Keith and Kerry Wherry and driven by 
Robert McDermott, made a valiant at- 
tempt to reach the Concours. However, 
engine problems prevented the Ghost, 
which was on a post-restoration trial run, 
from making the final few kilometres to 


“The Springs". No doubt the temporary 
failure of 1606 was a great disappoint- 
ment to Robert and Keith after many long 
hours preparing it. Both deserve our 
thanks for making the effort to bring the 
Ghost along to the Concours. 

Doug and Davina Bristow were last to 
arrive, their magnificent Phantom II 
(105MW) bringing the tally to the magic 
100! 

The large attendance, the magnificent 
day, delightful venue and members’ en- 
thusiasm went a long way to making this 
1993 Concours the best ever. In closing, 
on behalf of the Victoria Branch, | offer a 
vote of thanks to Jeff Spencer for his 
hospitality and for allowing the Branch to 
hold the 1993 Concours d'Elegance at 
“The Springs" — Berwick. 


Graham Cornish. 


George Forbes has owned this 1926 Twenty (GOK74) even longer than his Corniche (see front 
cover.) The Roger Fry coachwork, however, is new and clothes a fine chassis restoration. Photo 
by the Editor. 
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oe So oe = 
Bruce Terry's 1958 Silver Cloud | (SFE121) has been nicely restored, including a most attractive new colour scheme, 


Garnet over Dusk, both Silver Cloud III colours. Photo by Roger Thiedeman. 


George and Susan Santoro make a claim for their 1928 Twenty (GWL33) Norman Gengoult-Smith’s lovely 1963 Bentley S3 (B180DF), bonnet 
in defiance of the model's reputation! Photo by the Editor. open for the judges. Photo by the Manlyn Stokes. 
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"My other car is a Rolls-Royce”... Norman Gengoult-Smith’s 1972 Robert & Rhonda Ward's lovely red 1984 Silver Spirit (ASE 10093). 
Corniche Convertible (DRH13533. Photo by Roger Thiedeman. Photo by Roger Thiedeman. 


The Melbourne coachbuilder Martin & King, contrary to their reputation, built some very attractive-looking cars, of which 
this 1934 Bentley 3'% Litre sports saloon (B36AH), owned by John Floyd, is one. Photo by Roger Thiedem 
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Keith & Kerry Wherry's 1911 Silver Ghost (1606) parked outside the Clantield Tavern, Clanfield, Oxfordshire, where the 


+ 


Wherry s had lunch with the Editor and Victoria Branch members Russell & Pauline Burge, en route to Stow-on-the- Wold 
and the 20-Ghost Club concours. Photo by Russell Burge. 


The 1993 R.R.E.C. Annual Rally 


— and other pleasant interludes 


When I attended last year’s R.R.E.C. 
Annual Rally and Concours at Castle 
Ashby I hadn’t immediately realised how 
habit-forming it would become. However, 
Inow know why so many faces crop up so 
regularly in the Australian group photo 
that is always taken around noon on the 
Concours day. It really is a most spectacu- 
lar event by any standards. No other 
gathering of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars 
even comes close to this one in terms of 
both numbers and variety of cars. Together 
with the magnificent locations that are in- 
variably chosen it becomes something 
absolutely not to be missed. It should be 
compulsory for every Rolls-Royce enthus- 
iast to attend at least once in their life-time! 

This year was particularly special in 
that several of our members had their 
Silver Ghosts with them in the U.K. for 
‘Alpine 93’. 

My first stop after leaving Sydney was, 
as it had been last year, Osaka, Japan. This 
time, however, I accepted Tom Clarke’s 


by Martin Bennett 


kind invitation to stay with him and his 
wife Fiona at their fine modern home in 
Kyoto. The few days that followed were 
relaxing and extremely interesting. I par- 
ticularly enjoyed the train ride to Kobe on 
one of their modern and utterly immacu- 
late trains, returning by Shinkansen, or 
Bullet Train. Many temples, palaces and 
other points of interest in Kyoto were 
eagerly taken in and quite a few Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars were spotted. The 
Bentley Turbo R seems particularly popu- 
lar with the discerning Japanese. 

The 14 hour flight from Japan across 
Alaska and Canada to New York is, to say 
the least, tedious. However, this was more 
than compensated for by the reception I 
received in New York from Terry and 
Maureen Spilsbury, who had joined us on 
the Sydney-Ballarat Gold Rush Tour last 
year. Despite having Icss than 24 hours in 
New York we were able to fit in a half 
day’s sailing on Huntington Bay and a fine 
out-door lobster lunch at a neighbour’s 


house before I had to take off again for the 
last, trans-Atlantic, leg to London. I was to 
meet Terry and Maureen again in England 
with their fine Springfield Silver Ghost, 
which they drove to the R.R.E.C. Rally 
then on to Austria for ‘Alpine 93’. 

It was a great pleasure to be met on 
arrival at Heathrow by Richard Mann and 
made to feel very welcome in England by 
Richard and his charming wife Angela. 
Readers may recall from previous issues of 
PRAECLARUM that Richard had been 
my guide at the Mulliner Park Ward fact- 
ory in London in 1990 and again at the 
Crewe factory last year. This year he again 
took me to Mulliner Park Ward in Hythe 
Road, to show me what a shadow of its 
former self this final bastion of the British 
coachbuilding trade had become. More of 
that anon. 

This year’s visit included a particularly 
pleasant few days with my good friends 
Russell and Pauline Burge of the Victoria 
Branch, who are fortunate enough to spend 
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about three months of every year in the 
U.K. Six weeks of that time is spent in 
Cranham, a tiny village nestled in a lovely 
wooded valley in the Gloucestershire 
Cotswolds. The villagers know when the 
Burges are there because the Australian 
flag flies outside their house when they are 
in attendance! Russell and Pauline had 
invited me on several occasions to spend 
some time with them when our visits to 
England coincided and this year I was 
determined to put a few days aside to take 
them up on it. 

Having been born and raised in this part 
of England a feeling of being at home 
quickly set in. One feature of life in Cran- 
ham is that cooking an evening meal is a 
waste of time and effort. This is because 
the tiny village pub, the Black Horse Inn, 
serves magnificent meals at very modest 
prices! I was at first incredulous at Russell 
and Pauline ordering half serves until I 
realised how huge the full helpings were! 
After washing down one of these meals 
with a couple of pints of ale one feels 
distinctly over-fed! 

Before leaving Australia Ihad arranged 
with Keith and Kerry Wherry to meet for 
lunch on a particular day. The Wherrys 
were staying at the magnificent Cliveden 
House just west of London and were plan- 
ning to drive their 1911 Silver Ghost 
(1606) to Stow-on-the-Wold just before 
the 20-Ghost Club Concours, so we all 
arranged to meet at the Clanfield Tavern 
in Clanfield, Oxfordshire. 

Russell had been studying his family 
tree and it seemed that the Burge ancestors 
had hailed from Bibury, Gloucestershire. 
Russell and Pauline had been there before 
and I know it quite well, and being more 
or less on our way to Clanfield we decided 
to call in at this very pretty Cotswold vil- 
lage. Stopping at the village church, which 
had been rebuilt and added to in the 14th 
Century, Russell quickly found one of his 
forebears in the graveyard. 

Driving on to Clanfield, we paused at 
the tiny hamlet of Little Clanfield where, 
amazingly, there are no fewer than four 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley specialist restor- 
ation firms! A pleasant hour was spent 
viewing the fine standard of coachbuilding 
and other work being carried out there. We 
just had time to down a pint of the fine 
local ale at the Clanfield Tavem before the 
Wherrys arrived in 1606. What a superb 
sight! I had seen the car at McDermott’s 
after the Victoria Branch Concours earlier 
this year, now here it was in all its glory on 
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Hanbury Hall, Worcestershire, venue for the 20-Ghost C. 


th. The house was 


concours, Jun 


built in 1701 and it is sobering to realise that this was 27 years before Captain James Cook was 
born, yet it is not particularly old by U.K. standards. 


the other side of the world in the land of its 
birth. We all lunched in the pub’s garden 
with 1606 parked alongside, which 
prompted me to think I'd died and gone to 
heaven! 

Due to an acute shortness of time fol- 
lowing completion of the very high quality 
restoration, 1606 had not been shipped in 
the usual manner but flown to England in 
the cargo hold of a 747 passenger jet! It 
occupied two-thirds of the Jumbo’s cargo 
space! Some wag wanted to know whether 
Keith received double frequent flyer mile- 
age points for that exercise! Apparently 
not. Anyway, this magnificent motor ca‘ 
somehow looked very much at home ou - 
side the old Clanfield Tavern. 

Just before leaving the Burges at Cran- 
ham, Russell and myself took a drive over 


to the elegant and gracious nearby town of 
Cheltenham on the pretext of going to the 
supermarket but actually to visit 
Broughtons, who once advertised them- 
selves as the biggest exclusively 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley dealership in the 
world, a claim I have no reason to doubt. 
In the showroom was a fine display of new, 
late model and earlier Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars, including two new Bentley 
Continental Rs. Now this is a car with 
which I am mightily impressed, but for me 
a much earlier Bentley Continental stole 
the limelight from these current Crewe 
offerings. This was a 1960 S2 Continental 
with the quite rare and exquisitely beauti- 
ful H.J.Mulliner two-door coachwork. 
Finished in deep blue with blue-grey 
leather interior and in immaculate condi- 


Keith Wherry (N.S.W.) giving a speach in his usual polished and erudite manner after being 
presented with the overall winner's trophy for 1606 at the 20-Ghost Club concours, Hanbury Hall. 


To Keith’s left are club officials Lynn Brua (Chairman) and Brian Wootton. 


From Pennsylvania, R.R.0.C. Inc. Chief 
Judge Matt Sysak (left) with R.R.E.C. 
member Alan Jump at Althorp Park. 


tion, this car had to be seen to be appreci- 
ated. A car needs to be very impressive 
indecd to draw admiring looks away from 
anew Continental R. 

Back in London with the Manns, we 
decided that it would be a bit ambitious to 
attempt to see both the Derby Bentley Dia- 
mond Jubilee gathering near Leicester and 
the 20-Ghost Club Concours at Hanbury 
Hall, near Worcester, both of which were 
to be held on the same day, June 6th. Also, 
to attempt to do so would do less than 
justice to both events, so a difficult deci- 
sion was taken to give priority to the 
20-Ghost Club day. 

This decision was not regretted as the 
venue and turn-out of cars were both well 
worth seeing, particularly as two of the 
visiting Australian Silver Ghosts were in 
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At the R.R.E.C. Concours, from New York, Terry & Maureen Spilsbury 
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and their 1925 Springfield 


Silver Ghost (S207ML), which they went on to drive with complete success in Alpine 93. 


attendance. These were 1606 with Keith & 
Kerry Wherry and 41EM with owners 
Jeremy & Breda Greene and fellow West- 
ern Australia Branch members Con & Val 
Keogh. 6TB with John and Liz Milverton 
from Sydney had not yet arrived. The 
Wherrys won two tophies with 1606 at 
this event, including outright winner, no 
less. 

The following day Richard took me to 
see what remains of Mulliner Park Ward at 
Hythe Road. It seems that history has 
turned full circle and this is now actually 
called ‘H.J.Mulliner Coachworks’. The 
Mulliner Park Ward division still exists but 
is now located at Crewe. Confused? Join 
the club! Anyway, Mulliner Park Ward, 
sorry, H.J.Mulliner Coachworks, now oc- 
cupies only the ground floor at Hythe 


A pair of very beautiful Bentley Continental two-door saloons by H.J.Mulliner, part of the P. & A. 
Wood trade display. They are an S2 and, in the background, the very rare S3 version. 
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Road, Willesden. Their main activities are 
building the ‘bodies-in-white’, i.e. the 
complete but unpainted bodies, for the 
Corniche/Continental Convertibles and 
the Touring Limousines. These are then 
transported to Crewe for finishing, there 
being no longer any interior trimming, 
painting or other finishing work carried out 
at Hythe Road. It all left a sad feeling of 
loss after seeing the same place in 1990 at 
full stretch, with all aspects of coachbuild- 
ing represented. 

Leaving Hythe Road it was just a short 
drive to School Road, Acton. This is the 
Company’s service and repair facility 
where we were met by the Manager, 
Martin Oxley. Despite the fact that the 
Company’s charter with their authorised 
dealer network does not allow School 
Road to advertise its services, both the 
mechanical and coachwork sides of the 
business appeared to be very busy. I was 
delighted to see several Phantom VIs in for 
servicing and no fewer than five Bentley 
Continental Rs, two of which had chrome 
plated grille shells instead of the usual 
painted finish. One of the latter cars is 
owned by Australian transport magnate 
Lindsay Fox, who uses it on his visits to 
the U.K. Amazingly, there were several 
cars with number plates of various Middle 
East countries. These, it seems, are flown 
in for servicing! 

The following weekend was the big 
one. Joining us for what is beyond any 
doubt the world’s premier Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley event, the R.R.E.C. Rally and 
Concours, was Haydn Brand, another vet- 
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eran of last year’s Sydney-Ballarat Gold 
Rush Tour, the Ballarat Federal Rally and 
the post-Rally Tasmania Tour. 

Just before arriving at Althorp I realised 
that, stupidly, I had left my camera behind 
at the Mann’s in London! What was the 
point of being at the Rally without it?! As 
luck had it — quite by chance — we 
parked alongside the Bentley R-type of 
Klaus-Josef RoBfeldt, a prolific Rolls- 
Royce photographer and author. After 
exchanging greetings and being plied with 
good German wine, I related my tale of 
woe — being at the R.R.E.C. Annual Rally 
sans camera. “That is not a problem at all,” 
came the reply, “you shall use my spare 
Leica.” Problem solved — with charac- 
teristic German efficiency. The Mann’s 
modern pocket camera came in handy, too, 
but I missed the trusty Minolta! 

Althorp Park is the home of Earl 
Spencer and is only a short distance from 
Castle Ashby, the Annual Rally venue for 
the last few years. Althorp is equally im- 
pressive but has a different ‘feel’ from 
Castle Ashby. The grounds are a very dif- 
ferent shape — “jolly and fat” in the words 
of the Rally Programme — and more hilly. 
No doubt there will be some fine-tuning of 
the layout next year. To quote the Pro- 
gramme again, “It takes three years to get 
a site right — then you move!” 

The Saturday was quite wet and the 
grounds had become somewhat muddy in 
places. It fined up on the Sunday for the 
Concours, though in no way comparable 
to last year’s heat and too late for the 
grounds to dry out. It was damp under foot, 
some vehicles were getting bogged and 
few escaped getting muddy tyres, none of 
which detracted one bit from a superb 
weekend. 

The sheer size of the grounds, the num- 
ber of cars and the number of people 
should combine to mitigate against mect- 
ing those one hopes to meet, yet somehow 
it still happens. Driving in it was hard to 
miss Keith in 1606, with Robert McDer- 
mott as riding mechanic. | also spotted my 
good friend Matt Sy sak from the U.S. quite 
easily. Another American friend, Tom 
Solley, who now lives in England, was 
found with his Hooper-bodied Silver 
Dawn (STH73 — see PRAECLARUM 
5-90, p.1748). Tom Clarke always stands 
outin acrowd and was easily located. Tom 
and I enjoyed a walk around the cars again 
— always an education with Tom’s expert 
running commentary. Russell & Pauline 
Burge forsook the quiet life in the 


This 1934 Phantom II Continental (68SK), owned by S.Bibby, has rakish and unusual sports 
saloon coachwork by Kellner of Paris. Behind the radiator you can see Haydn Brand and his 
video camera, both familiar sights to fellow travellers to and at last year’s Federal Rally. 


Cotswolds for the day to attend the Con- 
cours and most of the other Australians 
were to be found around the Silver Ghosts 
which were making ready to depart for the 
Channel ports, the Continent and Alpine 
93. That’s another story that will have to 
await our next issue. 

Lunch with the Manns, Tom Clarke and 
Haydn Brand was a splendid picnic pre- 
pared by Angela Mann, who is particularly 
accomplished in the art of conjuring up 
such mouth-watering expanses of fine 
victuals. 

Last year we enjoyed the memorable 
sight and sound of a Merlin-powered Mos- 
quito fly -past. This year we were promised 
a Lancaster and a Mosquito. In the event 
the legendary World War II bomber was 
grounded and I don’t know what happened 
to the Mosquito. Instead we were treated 
to several spectacular fly-pasts by a Spit- 


fire. This exciting aircraft was a wonderful 
sight to behold, while as for the sound — 
what can I say?! Memories of the Mustang 
at Ballarat came flooding back. 

Keith and Kerry won the Silver Ghost 
class with 1606, bringing to three the total 
of trophies won so far — and they haven’t 
concoursed it in Australia yet! 

For their kind contributions to the ease 
and enjoyment of this trip at various points 
along the way, I would like to record my 
sincere thanks to Eric & Peg Lang, Tom & 
Fiona Clarke, Terry & Maureen Spilsbury, 
Mr & Mrs Walter Spilsbury, Richard & 
Angela Mann, Russell & Pauline Burge, 
Barrie & Sylvia Rummings, Haydn Brand 
and Brian McDonald. 


Photographs by the Editor 
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In Australia we don't have any Silver Wraiths with Freestone & Webb coachwork like this 1949 
razor-edge saloon (WFC32) owned by A.Dean. Note the rear-hung front doors and exposed 
running boards — features which disappeared from most coachwork quite soon after the war. 
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Keith & Kerry Wherry’s magnificent 1911 Silver Ghost (1606) at Hanbury Hall, Worcestershire. 


The original winner of the 1913 Austrian Alpine Trial (2260E) now owned by John Kennedy, organiser of Alpine 93, this year's commemorative 
re-run. This historic car has recently been faithfully restored and still has provision for sealing the bonnet and radiator cap as required for the original 
Trial and an external mechanism for “tickling” the carburetter while the bonnet was sealed. Jeremy Greene (W.A.) at right taking detail photos. 
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The group photograph taken at the R.R.E.C. Concours at Althorp Park again failed to catch the complete Australian contingent. Missing are Robert 
& Alison McDermott, John & Liz Milverton, Bruce Terry and possibly others. We're going to have to devise a better system for getting everyone 


together. The group is gathered around Jeremy and Breda Greene's 1924 Silver Ghost (41EM). Photo by Haydn Brand. 


Jeremy Greene. The 41EM Alpine 93 sweaters 
Keeping the billy on the boill The rear of 41EM leaves little doubt about where its from. were worn by all members of his crew (see above.) 
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The Opus distributor 
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Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow and derivative cars commencing serial number 22118 


A Challenging Problem! 


| had been experiencing an occa- 
sional faltering in my Series 1 Silver 
Shadow. Just a shudder, then back to 
smooth perfection for 30 to 40 km., and 
then another. | was convinced it was 
electrical, like a loose connection in the 
ignition circuit. Over a period of about 4 
months the frequency became much 
shorter, down to about every 3 to 4 km. | 
checked out wiring, switches, connec- 
tors, solenoids, and the ignition circuit — 
not a clue! Longer periods of no ignition 
and thunderclaps below resulted in a 
slow, noisy and humiliating procedure. 
One symptom was evident, the problem 
was worse with engine overrun. 

A visit and two day consultation with 
the local R.R. agent revealed all. You've 
guessed it! — faulty earthing on the car- 
burettor choke solenoid. The verdict and 
the bill arrived together and | had to sit 
down! Still shaking my head and empty 
wallet, | drove off with all systems func- 
tioning perfectly. 

Upon returning to the car after an 
evening run about two months later, the 
engine refused to start. “It's the ignition" 
said the NRMA as the Shadow rolled off 
the transporter into my garage. | resolved 
to find the problem myself if possible. 
Armed with the wiring diagram and a 
multimeter, | disconnected and checked 
individual components and circuits which 
were activated when the ignition switch 
was on. Everything checked OK, except 
the coil only had 5 volts across the termi- 
nals. This leftthe distributor as the culprit. 

There is no circuit diagram of the 
Opus electronic ignition system in the 
service manual. One just returns the 
whole distributor to R-R service depart- 
ment. With nothing to lose | decided to 
callin expert help. The rest of this article 
has been written by Andrew Rojec 
(pronounced Royce, but no relation!) An- 
drew has kindly spent much time and 
effort in dissecting Opus, drawing a cir- 
cuit and suggesting obtainable 
replacement parts for the original Lucas 


by John Burns (A.C.T.) and Andrew Rojc 


components. 
John Burns 


A Spark in Time..... 


Car Model: Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow 
— late Series 1 (from serial # 22118) 


(The same system is fitted to the Silver 
Shadow II, early Silver Spirit and all 
derivatives. — Ed.) 


Fault Conditions: 


Problems in vehicles fitted with the 
OPUS distributor electronic ignition sys- 
tem could occur. Symptoms may include 
starting difficulty (or no spark at all), en- 
gine mis-firing (which could result in 
backfiring and damage to exhaust com- 
ponents) and intermittent cutout during 
running (which results in significant 
power loss). However, other checks 
should be carried out first to ensure that 


tive pickup and an electronics module. 
With the engine turning over and the rotor 
spinning, the magnets in the rotor pass 
by an inductive pickup sensor to produce 
a pulse output to the electronics module 
for each cylinder spark. The small gap 
between the rotor and the sensor is ad- 
justable and determines the dwell angle 
as required by the service specifications. 
From the sensor the pulse is fed to the 
electronics module which shapes the 
pulse, amplifies it and then provides a 
switched output to operate the coil. 


Fault Finding and Repair: 


Once the electronics module is un- 
screwed and the wiring disconnected, all 
parts can be examined. The section con- 
taining the pulse shaper and pre-driver 
stages is potted in a rubberised mould- 
ing, while the sensor, power switching 
transistor, protection diode and power 
resistor are exposed. itis unlikely that the 
pickup sensor will be faulty since itis a 


— 
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Electronics Module 


(Pulse shaper and 
Pre-driver stage) 
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the coil, spark plug leads, distributor cap 
and other parts are in working order be- 
fore fault diagnosis of the electronic 
system is carried out. 


Ignition System Operation: 


The ignition system within the con- 
fines of the distributor consists of a rotor 
with eight embedded magnets, an induc- 


¥Modi fication 
(see text) 


multiple coil of fine enamelled copper 
wire on a bobbin and enclosed in a rec- 
tangular plastic housing. Unless it is 
mechanically damaged it can be left in 
position. A multimeter (electronic meas- 
uring instrument) can be used to check 
the power resistor (marked R on draw- 
ing) integrity and value. This resistor can 
become quite hotin this environment and 
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so should be checked for cracks in its 
ceramic body due to heat and vibration. 
Its value is 75 ohms with 10% tolerance 
(ie. may vary from 67.5 to 82.5 ohms). If 
the resistor is faulty it can be replaced 
with a comparable type of at least 10 
watts power rating and wirewound in 
construction. Unfortunately the power 
diode (marked Z on drawing) which is 
gold in colour and press fitted into the 
cast mounting plate cannot be sourced 
since it appears to be of special Lucas 
specification. This diode is most likely a 
protection type to prevent high voltage 
spikes which are produced by the coil 
from damaging the power switching 
transistor. It is best left as mounted since 
the cast plate can be easily damaged 
when removing this device. The last ex- 
posed device and the most common fault 
which would occur is the power switching 
transistor (marked Q on drawing). Again, 
Lucas appear to have specially sourced 
or modified this transistor since it has 
three leads instead of the normal two 
found on most TO3 transistor packages. 
The transistor can be tested if a 
multimeter with transistor or diode test 
facilities is available, however, this may 
not necessarily indicate if it is entirely 
operating correctly. If a new transistor is 
to be fitted then a small modification has 
to be made in that the replacement will 
only have two leads protruding from the 
base (these coincide with the same two 
on the original). Use a new mica insulat- 
ing washer under the transistor and also 
some heat sink compound which helps 
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The electronics mounting plate, which fits inside the distributor similarly to a conventional unit. 


The main power transistor is on the right and the pick-up sensor at the bottom. The rotor containing 
the light embedded magnets is to the left. The potted section is underneath the plate. 


with heat transfer to allow high dissipa- 
tion from the device. Also, note the 
mounting screw insulating sleeves which 
insulate the transistor body from the 
mounting plate. A small length of teflon 
coated wire (or other heat resistant ma- 
terial) with a suitable sized eyelet 
terminal soldered to one end can be 
placed next to the transistor body over 
the mounting screw. The insulating 
sleeve is then replaced and the mounting 
screw secured. This now makes the third 
connection, which is the actual body of 
the transistor. A check should be made 
with a multimeter at this point to ensure 
that no connection of the transistor is 
shorted to the mounting plate. The tran- 
sistor leads can now be re-soldered to 
the circuit board. 
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INDUCTIVE SENSOR 


If the power transistor is operational 
then more sophisticated test equipment 
is required to analyse the section of cir- 
cuitry which is potted. The full circuit 
diagram is shown below. The rubber pot- 
ting compound will have to be carefully 
removed from both sides of the circuit 
board to expose the components and the 
solder joints. There are three transistors 
and a diode plus resistors and capacitors 
in this section. lf any of these parts are 
faulty then it is wise to replace all of them 
as they are of minimal cost and will pro- 
vide extended life to the system. After 
replacement of components, this section 
can be repotted in Dow Corning 
3140RTV coating using electrical tape to 
form an edge moubiing. Finally an addi- 
tional modification (as marked on 


1 

t +12V 
I 
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drawing) can be carried out by adding a 
single or series group of zener type 
diodes between the power transistor out- 
put and earth (chassis). This is 
accomplished by soldering these onto 
the circuit board under the point where 
the power transistor is connected (from 
the termination of the additional wire 
connection and to the track on the circuit 
board which is ground). The addition of 
these diodes is to prevent the power 
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Output stage — 

- Power transistor marked F 718 
$50341 (probably sourced from the 
manufacturer Fairchild Semiconduc- 
tors and is a type 718, other number 
is batch code) = MJ10012 (Transistor 
features : TO3 package and MUST be 
a minimum of 400 volts (Vce), Ic 10A, 
high gain Darlington type (with hfe > 
100) - 75 ohm, 10 watt power resistor, 
wirewound construction 
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or 
- 3 X BZV85C75 - 75 vok, 1.3 watt 
zener diodes in series 


Conclusions: 


Although a seemingly involved job the 
resutt is less expensive than a replace- 
ment, offers improvements in protection 
and provides less chance of further 
breakdown since more substantially 
rated components can be fitted. 


transistor being damaged due to spikes Modifications — 
or transients caused by spark plug lead 
breakdown or the coil output arcing to diode 
earth. : 


Replacement Parts: 


Pulse shaping and pre-drive stage 
(potted section) — 
- BC184 transistor 
package) 
- BC213 transistor 
package) 
- BA317 fast recovery diode = 
UF4001 or UF4002 
- Lucas 83448A transistor = 2N2270 
or BSW66/67/68A (Transistor fea- 
tures : TO39 package and Ic > 
160mA) 


BC549 (TO92 


BC559 (TO92 


- 1X 1N5288B - 200 vot, 5 watt zener 


Andrew Rojc 


Joy Burns with SRH23132, now running beautifully again after sorting out the 
Lucas ‘Opus’ electronic ignition system. 


The D.W.S. Hydraulic Jacking System 


The Rolls-Royce Phantom III, a car which had every thing, was 
fitted with a D.W.S. (Smith’s) built-in hydraulic jacking system. 
The two photographs below were taken by Bryan Inder (N.S.W.) 
at Clunes, on last year’s Federal Rally. They show 3DL154, owned 
by John Altmann (Vic.) undergoing a wheel change, using the 
D.W.S. jacks, which are obviously in perfect working order. 

The sy stem consists of two pairs of telescopic jacks attached to 
the front of the chassis as shown, with the second pair on the rear 
axle. Under the front compartment floor is an hydraulic pump fitted 
with three valves and operated by a detachable lever normally 


carried in the tool kit. The outer two valves operate the front and 
rear jacks while the centre valve is the release valve. 

The same type of system was fitted as standard to the Wraith 
when that model appeared in 1938 and the post-war Silver Wraith 
was ear-marked for a similar system, with an electric motor-driven 
pump. However, the only Silver Wraith ever to be fitted with the 
proposed sy stem was the first experimental car, 1SW1, production 
cars having a portable Dunlop jack as on the Bentley Mk VI. 


Martin Bennett 


FRONT VALVE 
RELEASE VALVE 
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ROYAL CARS 


Shire Albums: “The Rolls-Royce” by Jonathan Wood (1987), £1.95; “The Bentley” by Nick Georgano (1993), £2.25; “The Royal 
Cars” by James Dewar McLintock (1992), £1.95. Published by Shire Publications, Princes Risborough, Bucks, HP27 9Ad, U.K. 


The Shire Aloums are a range of in- 
expensive booklets covering an 
incredibly diverse spectrum of subjects: 
Cidermaking; Pillow Lace and Bobbins; 
and Cricketing Bygones, to name but a 
few. Fortunately for us, motoring history 
is also well served by the Shire people, 
with over 40 separate titles devoted to 
the subject. These encompass marque 
histories and other facets of motoring 
such as Motor Car Mascots and Badges; 
The Scottish Motor industry; and Early 
Vehicle Lighting — again to single out 
just a handful. 

The books all conform to a 32 page, 
A5 (210 x 148 m.m.) format and are 
generously illustrated with good quality 
black & white photos of above-average 
interest value. Cover pictures, always in 
colour, are either photographs or repro- 
ductions of period drawings, advertising 
posters, etc. 

Each author would appear to be an 
expert in his or her special field, accord- 
ing to the back cover ‘blurbs’. The text is 
consistently authoritative, informative 
and concise. Shire Albums are especial- 
ly useful for those seeking an 
introduction to a given subject, before 
embarking on more detailed reading 


elsewhere. 

Indeed, each book supplies a bibliog- 
raphy referring the reader to other books 
on the topic. there is also a list of places 
to visit, clubs, organisations, etc., all per- 
taining to the subject at hand. 

Jonathan Wood is eminently qualified 
to write the shire Album on The Rolls- 
Royce. He has already produced one of 
the better coffee-table books on the 
marque (Aolls-Royce, Octopus Books, 
1982) as well as other motoring publica- 
tions. 

While his narrative of the Rolls-Royce 
story, albeit competent, may seem trite 
to most readers of PRAECLARUM, 
Wood does manage to shed new light on 
the RR monogram colour change of 
1933. Evidently, during a visit to the fac- 
tory in 1931 the Duke of Kent “chided 
Rolls-Royce for using the revolutionary 
colour of communism.” Another more 
plausible explanation is that there were 
difficulties with the red enamel taking to 
the new chromium plate, resulting in dis- 
colouring during baking. Hence the 
change to a black badge. These revela- 
tions alone are worth the price of the 
book! 

In his choice of illustrations Wood 


strikes a nice balance, complementing 
the many archiva! photographic 
‘chestnuts’ with several close-up detail 
pictures of a 20/25 h.p. Hooper saloon, 
taken especially for this Album. 

Nick (G.N.) Georgano is another 
author needing no introduction to motor- 
ing bibliophiles. With his Complete 
Encyclopaedia of Motorcars an all-time 
classic, Georgano’s prolific output in- 
cludes The Classic Rolls-Royce 
published in 1983 by Bison Books. 

The good result he achieves in Shire's 
The Bentley therefore comes as no 
surprise. He covers the Bentley story 
from Cricklewood to Crewe, bringing it 
right up-to-date with descriptions and 
pictures of the Continental R and Brook- 
lands. 

Despite the booklet's size constraints, 
even Australia rates a mention. This is to 
do with the two Bentley Speed Sixes 
operated by the Criminal Investigation 
Department of the Western Australian 
Police between 1930 and 1937. 

Although the majority of the photos 
here too are best described as ‘stock’, 
they have been thoughtfully selected to 
fit the narrative in a nice logical se- 
quence. The cover picture of a 1930 


Speed Six, commissioned for the Book, 
is a particularly pleasing study. 

The author of Royal Cars gets off to 
a bad start by describing the Phantom V 
on the front cover as a Phantom VI. In- 
side, adding insult to injury, he would 
have us believe that the car in that 
famous picture depicting Charles Rolls 
and the Duke of Connaught is a Rolls- 
Royce, rather than a Royce. 

Those blemishes aside, this is not a 
bad little discourse on royal automotive 
preferences since 1900, when Edward 
VII took delivery of his first Daimler. 
Given that royal cars sported ribbed 
radiators for the next half-century or so, 
it is no surprise that Daimlers feature 
prominently in McLintock’s book, includ- 
ing a picture of the Queen and Prince 
Philip aboard an open straight-eight dur- 
ing their 1954 visit to Australia. 

But McLintock doesn't confine himself 
to cars of the British royal family, devot- 
ing space to other royal houses of 
Europe, too. There are also brief refer- 
ences to Indian maharajahs and the 
Siamese princes of motor racing fame, 
Bira and Chula. 

Rolls-Royce enters the scene later in 
the book, with the story of 'Scalded Cat’ 
getting yet another airing, accompanied 
by afew photos of royal Phantoms V and 
Vi. 

Interesting in their own way are the 
motoring choices and exploits of various 
members of the royalfamily like the Duke 
of Gloucester and Prince Michael of 
Kent. The latter, who is seen competing 
in the 1988 Mille Miglia behind the wheel 
of a potent Aston Martin DBR2, also co- 
drove a 1914 Siler Ghost with Lord 
Montagu in the Australian Bicentennial 
Castrol World Rally of 1988. 

Then, did you know that the Duke of 
Edinburgh does his bit for the ‘green’ 
cause by using a Bedford electric 
runabout on the occasional short trip to 
London? We also see Prince Charles 
visiting the Queen Mother in his Aston 
Martin DB6 and his now estranged con- 
sort clearly enjoying her drive of a Ford 
Sierra Cosworth. Compared with the 
tabloid trash with which we have recently 
been assailed, reading about the royals 
and their love affairs with cars is far more 
stimulating, in my book! 


Roger Thiedeman 
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“The godfather of Rolls-Royce: the 
life and times of Henry Edmunds, 
science and technology’s forgotten 
pioneer” by Paul Tritton. ISBN 
1-873361-14-9. Published by Academy 
Books, 35 Pretoria Ave., London E17 
7DR, U.K., 1993. 222 pages. £19.95 plus 
post & packing. 


Before the advent of the youth culture 
and the idolisation of mindless, con- 
ceited, debauched pop stars with their 
mind-numbing opinions on politics and 
the whole universe, young people had 
heroes. People who achieved things, 
pitted themselves against impossible 
odds, and who followed their curiosity to 
reach new understandings in all human 
endeavours. | recall being inspired by the 
Antarctic explorers and, later, engineers 
of the Victorian age. Reading Paul 
Tritton's new book | was reminded of just 
how fertile that age was and how the 
mixture of enterprise and public spirited- 
ness laid the foundations for all the 
prosperity we see today. Here are heroes 
aplenty. 

Edmunds (1853-1927) is a fascinat- 
ing example of his times, typical of the 
gifted amateur who has been both a 
strength and weakness in British culture. 
He was also an example of how, in spite 
of massive achievement, that little some- 
thing was just missed to propel him into 
the ranks of the great. Paul Tritton paints 
an absorbing, massively detailed picture 
of Edmunds’ many involvements: in early 
on the development of incandescent 
light, present when Edison first recorded 
on a cylinder, inventor of hydrophonics, 
promoter of electrification schemes, or- 
ganiser for recording Queen Victoria's 
voice, manager of the highly successful 
Glover cable making company (now the 
giant BICC), exponent of anti-skid and 
other motoring devices and, of great im- 
portance to us, go-between for Rolls and 
Royce. To borrow a form from North 
Korea's lamentable ‘Great Leader’ and 
Rumania’s ‘Great Conducator’, Ed- 
munds could quite legitimately be called 
the ‘Great facilitator’. Another feature of 
this book is the examples it gives of in- 
ventions occurring simultaneously. We 
already know Royce and Lanchester 
came up with the vibration damper sepa- 
rately, and there were also close runs 
with the jet engine, radar, and T.V. Now 
we have Edison, and Swan in England, 
simultaneously inventing incandescent 
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light bulbs, and other instances. As for 
the connection with Queen Victoria this 
absorbing tale is told in more detail in 
Tritton'’s The lost voice of Queen Victoria; 
the search for the first royal recording 
(Academy, 1991, ISBN 1-873361-11-4, 
which is a detective story worthy of a 
Christie). Tritton ends his book with a 
mystery that has a happy ending. When 
Edmunds died his papers ended up in 
Rhode Island where his wife returned to 
live. For sixty-four years his papers lay 
hidden in a forgotten, unopened trunk. | 
was privileged to see this historic 
material in 1992 when its nature was 
finally understood. Thankfully it has been 
saved for the Royce Foundation where 
Edmunds’ position in the Rolls-Royce 
story will be secured. 

This new book is a splendid study of 
a great Victorian and the long sections on 
the meeting of Rolls and Royce form a 
classic that could not be bettered. Stan- 
ley gained immortality by finding 
Livingstone. Edmunds deserves no less 
for his persistence in bringing our heroes 
together. 


Tom Clarke 


Secretary's Message 


Continued from page 2226 


for the computerisation of various 
aspects of Rally administration. 

| would, however, like to stand down 
from Federal office at the Federal Rally 
in Toowoomba in 1994. My decision is 
based on a number of reasons — by then 
the work | set out to doin the Club will be 
finished. As well, | am on a number of 
other committees and have recently 
been appointed to an international trust. 
The principle reason, however, is that my 
daughter Emma is now 16 and reaching 
an important stage of her education and 
| would like to devote as much time as 
possible to assisting her. 

Last year, when standing down as 
Federal Treasurer, Gilbert Ralph said he 
‘felt it was time he hung up his overalls” 
— perhaps also its time | put mine on 
and got my own “stable” into running 
order — particularly as Emma now has 
her Learner's Permit and is keen to join 
the ranks of PMC drivers! 


Wendy Friezer 
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Market Place 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1924 Silver Ghost (57AU) with later saloon 
body by Cramp Bros., Hobart. Originally Cali- 
fornia top by Jackson, Jones & Collins. Four- 
wheel brakes. Not used for 35 years. Good 
origina! chassis as found in paddock 25 years 
ago. Inneed of complete restoration. $75,000. 
Offers invited for early sale. John Griffiths 
052-54-2496 


1924 20 h.p. (GAK57) Saloon. French Grey 
with black mudguards. Interior refurbished. 
Good mechanical condition. Some spares 
included. Reluctant sale at $60,000. Keith 
Edwards 02-558-8866 (w) 


1926 Phantom I (30LC) stunning California 
(removable) hard-top body by Jackson, Jones 
& Collins. Inlaid cocktail cabinet. Not pristine 
but certainly one of the smartest Phantoms in 
Australia and rare world-wide. Ivory with red 
leather trim. 1926 original issue N.S.W. cast 
aluminium number plate. Would consider part 
exchange with later R-R or Bentley, or real 
estate. $120,000 negotiable. Ron McCann 
02-638-7115 or mobile 018-24-8873 


1926 Phantom I (61SC) sports saloon by 
Waddington. In almost completely original 
condition. Continually maintained and running 
on Australian roads for 65 years with only one 
break when the present body was built. 
$57,000. David Sheppard 07-369-0553 


1935 Bentley 31% Litre (B46DG) Park Ward 
sports saloon. $35,000 spent on full engine 
rebuild, etc. Excellent original upholstery. 
Registered (KS-799) and roadworthy certifi- 
cate. $85,000. R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 
4141. 03-428-8844 or FAX 03-428-0190 


Cars For Sale 


1950 Bentley Mk VI (B105FU) Kellows deliv- 
ery. 23,500 miles from new. Absolutely origi- 
nal with all books and tools. Proverbial little 
old iady’s car, probably impossible to beat. 
Reg PO-777. $67,500. R.A.McDermott & Co, 
LMCT 4141. 03-428-8844 or FAX 
03-428-0190 


1950 Silver Dawn (SCA1) Black with beige 
interior. Excellent condition. 73,770 miles. Ex- 
cellent condition. All original tools, radio, 
handbook and service records. $35,000. Glen 
Steward 02-489-0468 


1952 Silver Dawn (SKE44) long boot saloon. 
Black with beige interior. Manual gearbox. 
196,762 miles. Requires brake and radiator 
repairs. $45,000. Fred Engish 03-584-9372 


1954 Silver Dawn (SUJ98) long boot saloon. 
Black with burgundy interior. 53,000 miles. 
Multiple concours winner, both Branch and 
Federal. $85,000 ono. Roth Gair 03-808-8992 


1962 Phantom V (5VA5) H.J.Mulliner, Park 
Ward limousine. Black, excellent condition. 
Ex-New Zealand Royal Tour car. $A120,000. 
Trevor Fremont, Auckland, N.Z. 2786-484 


1962 Silver Cioud Ill (SCX191) Sage Green 
over Smoke Green with beige interior. Electric 
windows, air conditioning. Engine and gear- 
box in excellent order. Very good overall con- 
dition. 113,809 miles. $80,000. Fred Engish 
03-584-9372 


1963 Silver Cloud Ill (SCX741)good me- 
chanically, paint fair. $37,500. Garrath Will 
02-488-8467 


1966 Bentley T Series (SBH1563) superbly 
finished (McMillans re-paint) in metallic Black 
Pearl with exceptionally good original scarlet 
leather and carpets. Picnic tables, factory air 
conditioning and other nice features. Aust- 
tralian delivery and absolutely rust-free. Origi- 
nal service record book, handbook, all small 
and large tools. Excellent condition through- 
out. Used daily for highway driving, hence 
compfketely dependable. Very few early T Se- 
ries cars left in this condition. $39,000. Martin 
Bennett 048-29-7140 (‘phone/FAX) 


Cars For Sale 


1969 Silver Shadow (SRH5445) Regal Red 
with light tan interior. Just 50,000 miles from 
new with full history. Impeccable condition 
throughout. Must be one of the best in its 
class. $35,000. Cyril James 059-64-8370 


1971 Corniche Convertible (DRH11208) 
Substantially refurbished by ourselves, this 
well known Club car presents beautifully. Reg 
RR-992. $99,950. R.A.McDermott & Co. 
LMCT 4141. 03-428-8844 or FAX 
03-428-0190 


1972 Silver Shadow (SRH12458) Silver, an 
excellent example of model. Service history 
and books. Owned by me for 8 years and 
serviced by Rolls-Royce specialist. $35,000. 
Alan Burton 02-416-1482 (h) 02-520-7422 (w) 
or FAX 02-548-1827 


1973 Bentley T Series (SBH14601) Sey- 
chelles Blue with Parchment interior. 93,000 
miles. Fully restored including engine over- 
haul by R.A.McDermott & Co at 75,000 miles. 
Meticulously maintained in excellent condition 
by current owner. $45,000 (will consider 
terms payment if required). John Finlay 
07-278-1604 (h) 07-221-2341 (w) 


1973 Corniche Saloon (CRH15868) Porce- 
lain White with black hide. Very good condition 
throughout. Reg RR-474. $65,000. 
R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-428-8844 or FAX 03-428-0190 


1977 Camargue (JRH26707) Austalian de- 
livered with the lowest mileage of any of the 
15 Camargues in Australia (59,000 km.) Seri- 
ous concours potential. Reg RR-096. 
$135,000. R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
083-428-8844 or FAX 03-428-0190 


1980 Sliver Shadow Il (SRH38119) Silver 
with blue leather. Australian delivery. 101,000 
km. Beautifully kept and regularly serviced. 
$60,000 includes original black & white 
Victorian number plates ‘417'. John Altmann 
03-827-9392 or weekends 059-87-2782 


1984 Bentley Mulisanne Turbo (BSE08223) 
Maintained by ourselves for a number of years 
and offering fantastic performance. Reg 
EHP-941. $110,000. R.A.McDermott & Co. 
LMCT 4141. 03-428-8844 or FAX 
03-428-0190 


Market Place 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1990 Bentley Turbo R (BRL33087) This 
model needs no introduction to the fortunate 
few contemplating acquiring one. An out- 
standing motor car. Reg EZL-795. $275,000. 
R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-428-8844 or FAX 03-428-0190 


Cars Wanted 


Bentley S1. Preferably with high performance 
engine, power steering and air conditioning. | 
have been a RREC member in the U.K. for 
several years and wish to own a sister to ‘Old 
Betty’. She is in A1 condition, but does not 
want to spend several weeks a year following 
her owner for the six months a year he spends 
in Australia. A1 or near A1 condition essential. 
Miles Smith 02-245-5580 


Parts For Sale 


Special offer to Club members for Septem- 
ber & October only. Replacement filters to suit 
most post-war models at very special prices: 
RE15062/3 oil filter (full flow), Mk VI/R- 
Type/Silver Dawn, $24.00; RH2543 oil filter 
kit, all Siver Cloud/S Series/Silver Shadow/T 
Series, $38.00; UE40893 oil filter, Silver 
Shadow II/T2/Silver Spirit range, $30.00; 
UE36200 air filter, Silver Shadow/T Series/Sil- 
ver Shadow II/T2, $45.00; CD 4299 fuel filter, 
Silver Shadow/T Series/Silver Shadow II/T2, 
$12.00. 

R.A.McDermott & Co., 420 Burnley St., 
Richmond, Victoria 3121. 03-428-8844 or 
FAX 03-428-0190 


Phantom | series X kingpins and bushes, PI 
exhaust downpipe butterfly (E72721), Pll 
servo linings, Pll front spring centre bolt 
(E70409). Also assorted shackle pins: F57198 
(x 7), F53394 (late 20 hp. rear, x 2), F53127 
(x 2), F56963 (x 2). All parts are N.O.S. Bruce 
Gardner 003-580-8180 


INFORMATION: Classified ads must be 
factual and accurate. Persons misrepre- 
senting cars, parts or services will be denied 
further advertising. Ads for cars for sale 
must include chassis number and asking 
price. Ads are edited to conform to a 
standard format and may be condensed or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor with- 
out discussion or explanation. 


Parts For Sale 


20 Horsepower: crankshaft, block (1 piston 
new), crankcase, timing cover, 19" spare 
wheel and tyre, 2 x spare wheel mounts, 2 x 
hub nuts, box of grease nipples, complete set 
radiator louvres/surrounds, 2 x front shock 
absorbers (incomplete), speedometer case 
and outer cable - dash to firewall, timber valve 
holder, manual (copy), 2 x axles. $2,500 the 
lot. Siver Ghost manual (reprint) $25. John 
Carter 048-68-3714 


2x 21" well-base wire wheels with older 7.00 
x 21 tyres. Wheels in excellent condition with 
hub fitting ready to use. $350 each. Ron 
McCann 02-638-7115 or mobile 018-24-8873 


Windscreen, genuine Triplex, to suit Silver 
Shadow/Bentley T, $595. Pair stainless steel 
exhaust tips to suit Silver Shadow II/Bentley 
T2, $85. Lachlan Ely 03-879-3993 (w) 
03-870-9796 (h) 


Silver Ghost, Phantom | & 20 h.p., many thou- 
sands of parts ranging from nuts & bolts, 
brackets, instruments, accessories, CAV 
lights, dynamos, crankcases, Pl engine, car- 
buretter, gearboxes, ebonite fittings, front ax- 
les, differential and many other mechanical 
items. Achalen Holmes, ‘Willaroo’, RMB 9145, 
Coleraine, Vic. 3315. For listphotos ‘phone 
055-79-8507 or FAX 055-79-8502 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted to complete restoration of Phantom III 
3DL150: starter motor, in any condition. Al 
Kinloch 06-254-2448 


Literature For Sale 


Handbook for Camargue, original 1975 pad- 
ded cover edition (TSD2946), near perfect 
condition, $70; handbook for Phantom VI, 
GM400 3-speed gearbox model (TSD4244), 
slightly imperfect, $85; handbook supplement 
for Bentley Continental S2 James Young sa- 
loon, mint cover but slight damp damage to 
pages, $20; extremely rare special handbook 
supplement specific to Phantom V chassis 
5VA5 and 5VA15 (New Zealand Royal Tour 
cars), excellent condition, $80. Martin Bennett 
048-29-7140 


1968 First Edition James Flood Book of Early 
Motoring, number 793. $1,000 ono. Suzanne 
Healey 059-75-8216 


PHOTOGRAPHS: May be B & W or colour. 
To avoid the necessity for cropping, the 
subject area of photographs should be no 
larger than 11 cm. measured horizontally. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's license number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


Literature For Sale 


PRAECLARUM back issues. Most editions 
from 1-84 through to the present. Some pre- 
1984 editions including a few pre-1973. $3.00 
each plus post & packing @ $1.00 per copy 
(up to 12 copies) or 50 cents per copy (more 
than 12) or all available back issues 1984-91 
for $120.00 including post & packing within 
Australia. Cheques payable to R.R.O.C. of 
Australia. Orders to Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, 
RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. 


Literature Wanted 


Wanted: early issues of PRAECLARUM, pre- 
1974. Single copies or complete sets. Bryan 
Inder 02-977-6442 (w) or FAX 02-977-0841 


Services 


Interior Woodwork Refurbishers, specialis- 
ing in: French polishing, Hi Tech laquering, 
veneer repaired/replaced, broken sections re- 
paired, dry rot areas restored, woodgraining 
on metal. Musical instrument maker by trade, 
1959-75; Automotive Interior Woodwork 
Repairer by choice, 1975-present. 

J.E. & L.J. Nicholls, 21 Chippewa Ave., 
Mitcham, Vic. 3132. "Phone 03-874-1329 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Touch-up repairs, Connolly leather re-colour- 
ing, carpets, heelpads, headlining repairs or 
complete replacements. Complete Interior 
Woodwork restoration and refurbishing. 
Broken wood and veneer repaired. Exacting 
standards and authentic finishes. No over- 
restoration. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 02-744-5111 
or FAX 02-744-5517 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at 
our quiet, discrete residence on 11% acres at 
Picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 pp three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les Myghalls. 
For booking or brochure, please telephone 
03-755-2197 


COST: Ads are free to members who do not 
regularly deal in sales or service of Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley cars. Others are charged 
$15.00 for a non-commercial ad of reason- 
able length. Photographs to accompany an 
ad are included free of charge to members, 
$15.00 for others. Cheques made payable 
to RROC of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to: 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ’Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of the month preceding the month of publication. 
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The Finest Covers for the World’s Best Motor Cars 


From $179, one of our high-quality tailored dust-covers will protect your 
cherished Rolls-Royce, Bentley or other classic car. 

Each cover is tailor-made by hand to its own individual pattern from your 
choice of the finest quality super-fleece material or lightweight 100% cotton, to 
fit all models from Silver Ghosts to Silver Spirits. In fact, the closest thing toa 
Saville Row suit for your motor car. 

We also tailor make lambswool over-rugs for your car's interior and boot, for 
that extra look and feel of luxury and to protect your original carpets. All colours 


available, Guaranteed highest quality. 


Australia-wide delivery and world-wide export. 


IONEER 
RUGS & COVERS 


Telephone (042) 67 1700; FAX (042) 67 1264 
Address correspondence to: P.O. Box 100, Bulli, N.S.W. 2516 


PRACLARVM 
Display Advertising 


If your business is associated in any way with Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special car 
for sale, you could benefit from the impact of a display 
advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club's national 
publication that goes to all members Australia-wide, as well 
as to members and subscribers in other countries. 

Your advertisement may be submitted in camera-ready 
form oritcan be typeset and laid out to your requirements on 
the PRAECLARUM computer system as a free service. 
Compare our highly competitive and economical rates - 


Size: Cost per issue: 
Full Page - $410 
Half Page - $230 
Quarter Page - $130 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 


Martin Bennett, 
‘Allamb’, 
RMB 3310, 
Goulburn, 

NSW 2580 


’Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 


1911 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost (Chassis No. 1606). Owner: Keith Wherry. 


First Prize: 1993 R.R.E.C. Concours, Althorp Park, U.K. 
First Prize: 1993 20-Ghost Club Concours, Hanbury Hall, U.K. 


We offer restoration services to the highest standard for all Pre- and Post-war Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars, including 


component rebuilding (e.g. engine, gearbox, differential). No job too big or too small. 


R.A.MCDermott & Co. 


420 Burnley St, Richmond, Victoria, 3121 
Telephone (03) 428 8844 Facsimile (03) 428 0190 
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43 CHARD ROAD, BROOKVALE, N.S.W. 2100 
TELEPHONE: (02) 938 1301 — 905 3507 — 939 7129 
FAX: (02) 905 0260 


AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERS 
Newly manufactured Overdrive Units 


suitable for the following Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars: 


20 h.p. 3-SPEED MODELS 
20 h.p. 4-SPEED MODELS 
20/25 
DERBY BENTLEY 31 LITRE 
PHANTOM II 
25/30 
DERBY BENTLEY 41% LITRE 
WRAITH 
SILVER WRAITH 
SILVER DAWN 
BENTLEY Mk VI 
BENTLEY R-TYPE 


Why fit an overdrive unit? * improved fuel economy * Reduced engine wear * Easier, higher speed cruising * Quieter engine operation 
The Ristes overdrive unit comprises the following components: - Laycock overdrive unit and adapter plate « Front aluminium 
bearing and seal housing - Splined drive shaft - Front rubber drive coupling and drive flange - Gearbox to drive flange adapter 
+ Propshaft to rear axle pinion adapter - Propshaft - Front mounting - Rear Cross member and mounting - Electrical relay box 
« Switch (dash) - Gear change switch - All bolts and nuts - Speedometer reduction box and extension cable 


It is with pleasure that we introduce to you hand-made quality polished 
stainless steel and colour-coded aluminium sills, trims and spoiler kits, 
enhancing the body and styling of your current or late model Rolls- 
Royce or Bentley motor car. These are registered design and available 
to you exclusively through our company. 


May we also introduce you to our other services: 
Panel Beating -Coachbuilding »Lead wiping 
eHand-made Panels «Upholstery «Paint Refinishing 


eRe-builds/Restorations eCar/Limousine conversions 
Restorers for the W.A. Museum 
Highly skilled craftsmen 
Mulliner Park Ward Trained 


‘I've seen restoration workshops around the world. You'll go a long 
way to equal the care, the skills and the integrity with which the staff 
at Prestige will deal with your large or small restoration or concours 
project” 
A.John Parker, Editor, Australian Classic Car Magazine. 
For enquiries please ' phone: 


(09) 446 5055 or fax us on (09) 446 5422 
40 Howe Street, Osborne Park, WA 6017 


Now, The Yanks’ ——_ 
Best Kept Secret P°*""A 

of 25 Years / 
Revealed!! 


“Tony Haudler's 
FOREIGN PARTS CONNECTION, INC. 


2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. (310) 473-7773 
Fax. (310) 479-1197 


World's most complete stock of used 
post-war (1946-1991) Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi- 
ately available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and personal 

service always. 

e Restorable 2nd Turnkey RHD Rolls-Royce and 
Bentleys available. 

e UPS, Air and Mail Shipments Daily. 

e Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 
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Insurance 


Veteran,vintage,classic and sports Car Owners —Xeeping vehicles on Australian roads 


Laid-up cover or full comprehensive, quality 
insurance with Shannons might not cost as 
much as you think. 

Shannons recognise that enthusiasts take 
care of their vehicles and pass the savings on to 
you. Phone Shannons for a free quote now. 


FeatureS: e Agreed value e Choice 

of repairer e@ You keep the salvage up to 

1970 (modifieds up to 1960) eOne windscreen 

or window glass replacement per year excess 

free ePersonal effects cover e Standard pre- 

1940 vehicles excess free $5,000,000 legal 

liability e Prompt claims settlement e Australia 

wide service centres. 

Head Office, Victoria New South Wales South Australia Westem Australla Queensland Northern Territory 
321 Warrigal Road, 48 Sailors Bay Road, 6/212 Brighton Road, Suite 1, 4 Canning Road, P.O. Box 485, 9259 Bagot Road, 

Cheltenham, Vic., 3192 Nee te N.S.W., 2063 Somerton Park, S.A., 5044 Kalamunda, W.A., 6076 Moorooka, Qld., 4105 Coconut Grove, N.T., 0810 


Phone (03) 584 7266 Phone Use 7666 Phone tae 9000 Phone (09) 257 1269 Phone (07) 892 2776 Phone (089) 85 2477 
Fax (03) 583 9475 Fax (02) 958 7841 Fax (08) 294 9995 Fax (09) 257 1289 Fax (07) 892 4319 Fax (089) 85 5583 


Veteran, Vintage, Classic, Sports and Modified Insurance Specialists 


O & S SPORTS CAR 
=> RESTORATION PTY LTD 


"Guistiafigind in classic, vintage and collectible vehicle restoration 


We are proud to " = used here, are 
offer panel manu- om : “ ss hard to find in 
facturing, paint : | =] ta. Fone today’s refinishing 
refinishing and ain ; : industry, but mod- 
mechanical renova- 6 : i ern facilities such 
tion facilities to the oe 7.) : : as a State-of-the-art 
highest possible * paint oven, are also 
standards. . Ve available. 

Total restoration, ._ _" wa Seeing is believ- 
part restoration and | \ ing. Ohannes 
private accident | <= || Akkirayian, the 
damage repair work | | proprietor of O& S 
undertaken. - Sports Car 

The traditional AAA  _——— Reettoration invites 
hand crafting skills in metal working you to visit his premises and inspect the facil- 
and vehicle body renovation which are ities and vehicles currently under restoration. 


9/93-99 South Creek Road, Dee Why West 2099. Tel: (02) 971 2455 
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Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now wrecking for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 

Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 

Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 
Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 


Neil McLean Automotives 
Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, ‘Phone: (09) 250 1400 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (09) 250 1404 


“AUTO 
We Have the Right AUTOGLYM 


Wheel Discs for Your 
Pre-WWII Classic ! 


LMARR is making new Ace Type Discs to 
fit Rolls-Royce: PI, PII, PIII, 

PI Springfield, Wraith, 

20/25, 25/30, Bentley, 


Bentley 8 Litre, : — = ne OR L 
Lagonda, " - a A [ ' ' ( »( : YM 


Delage D8, BRITAIN’S BEST CAR CARE RANGE IS 


Bugatti 


and they're “4 _ ee NOW AVAILABLE IN AUSTRALIA 


in stock! 


SUPER RESIN POLISH AND A COMPLETE 
ae | RANGE OF CAR CARE PRODUCTS 
, | SUITABLE FOR ALL ERAS OF 
a have all ans to Seely installation of your ROLLS ROYCE AND BENTLEY VEHICLES 
iscs; air lines, air locks, spanners, etc. We have rear 
spare wheel covers for Derby Bentleys. What we don't | CAN NOW BE MAIL ORDERED 


stock we will manufacture. Your order will be 


promptly filled and satisfaction is guaranteed. TELEPHONE (047) 592634 


| | OR FAX (047) 592393 FOR A 
LMAIRIR DISK LTD COMPLETE LIST OF aa 


PO Box 910, Glen Ellen, CA,USA 95442-0910 PRODUCTS AND PRICES. 
Tel : (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 ILVARIL PTY LTD, 
PO BOX 186, LAWSON NSW 2783 
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Bross CLASSIC PTY LIMITED 


A.C.N. OOO 271 643 M.V.R.I.C. Repairers Licence No. 44-004321-2 


¢ Rolls-Royce & Bentley Specialists ¢ 
340 Pennant Hills Road, Pennant Hills 2120 
P.O. Box 83, Pennant Hills N.S.W. Australia 2120 
Phone: 484 1239 or 484 4419 or 484 1253 or 484 1254 — Fax: 980 6592 


EXCHANGE ENGINES 
Rolls-Royce Bentley 
Silver Wraith ; 
Silver Dawn 
Silver Cloud | 
Silver Cloud I] & HI S2&S83 
Silver Shadow | & IL T & T2 


> “\ EXCHANGE WATER PUMPS a) ~~ 


ALL POST WAR MODELS. _ 
EXCHANGE HYDRAULIC 


MASTER CYLINDERS 
WHEEL CYLINDERS 
Rolls-Royce 
Silver Wraith 
Silver Dawn 
Silver Cloud 
- : Bentley 
EXCHANGE HYDRAULICS P Mk VI 
SHADOW &T. SERIES R-type 
Accumulator Spheres 4x34 S-type 
Accumulator Valves ‘ eas EXCHANGE DIFFERENTIALS 
Hydraulic Pumps pale . A to Rolls-Royce 
Master Cvlinder Sa eae : : - Steps Silver Wraith 
Rear Height Control Ram ; . Silver Dawn 
Rear Height Control Valves ‘ Silver Cloud 
Solenoid Valves bectets St BA Chis Silver Shadow 
Distribution Valves Sie, tae ee Bentley 
Brake Calipers ie a Mk VI 
i j R-type 
S-type 
T Series 


EXCHANGE MANUAL GEAR 
BOXES 

Rolls-Royce Bentley 

Silver Wraith Mk V1 

Silver Dawn R-type 


EXCHANGE AUTOMATIC 
TRANSMISSIONS 
Rolls-Royce Bentley 
Silver Cloud | Sit 

Silver Cloud I] & IIT S2&$3 
Silver Shadow] & I] T& T2 


Exercise Range of Spare Parts for all models 


pUTHORISED 
< ROYCE & BENy 
eo WOES RE Pg 
or 


». C 


“Mount Dapper” 
Gulgong 2852 
20th June 93 


Dear Brian, 


for doing such a perfect 
It is clear to me that 


the people you have working for you are 
onists and proud of their work. It 
hat, when nowadays 
be a thing of the 


Many thanks 
repair on our Rolls. 


perfecti 
was so refreshing to findt 


quality control seems to 
past. 


so nice to be talked to politely 
by Joanne every time I rang up and she always 
rang back when she said she would and that 
carries a lot of weight with me because 
hanging around the house waiting fora phone 
call which doesn’t come is so annoying. 


It was 


1 that a lot of the credit for the 
smooth running of the workshop must go to 
Andrew, who in his calm, super-efficient way 
is an encyclopedia of knowledge as to what 
is happening with my car as well as what is 
going on with every other car at the same 
time. We were most appreciative of the tour 


I fee 


Licance No. 18541 


RES SO. - 


Facsimile 744 5517 


with Andrew th 
rough the 
way h ‘ worksho 
pis eb ge time with us as theaae en, bai 
nt people and not just asinine 
icant 


sheep fa 
Pp farmers from out int 
are. he bush, as we 


It seems ironi 
ee i ical i 
a three years my aie an a 
rs and trucks (we usedt ; 
Carriers) this Rolls te 
we have ever had to have 
have just insured it and 
first vehicle we have ev 


the 
have had 
be long-distance 
the only vehicle 
panel-beaten. We 
that makes it the 
er insured, 


My wife Evel 
yn and I 

te would both 1i 
cat ae for all ae = 
Singh Hs eam did for us and for the = ie 
Aoemsage ancemeae including puting ake 
le . Organising trans 
Le pi ee oe detailing “ieee 

and picki 
8 Picking us 

n station when we brought the nes fe 

ome, 


With many thanks, 
yours faithfully, 


7 7 
Evelyn and Bernie Finch 


The finest 
Quality 
you can buy 


Authorised Rolls-Roy 


GOULPRESS PRINTERS, GOULBURN (048) 21 1761 


ce & Bentley Coachwork Repairer 


Registered by Australia 


Post, Publication No. NBH 1893 
Lodgement Office: Ainslie 2602 


